
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

June/July 2021

CHAPTER AND VERSE

REFLECTIONS FROM FATHER RALPH
After a very long “Covid Winter and Spring”, here’s hoping that we may be entering a more “normal” Summer. With that hope 
in mind, I hope we can all look forward to the time ahead and treasure each day as it comes. The pandemic has taught us how 
quickly things can change and that we cannot always count on things being the way we expect. There are a lot of lessons to 
be learned from what we have experienced, and continue to experience. Time will certainly tell how things will develop  for 
us from now on, but this is still a good time to pray for the end of the pandemic both here and around the world.

A blessed Summer to you all!

Dear Members and Friends,

We did it! We gathered together again…cautiously! The Red Wagon Event, Cleveland 
Edition. This year we decided to create a fun, memorable video that would encourage our 
members to gather with their friends and at the same time, go out and share the message 
of the Christ Child Society in Greater Cleveland. 

With guarded steps, many of our ladies could not wait to be together. In true fashion, many 
of our chapter’s leaders stepped up and organized meeting dates and times for their friends 
to gather at landmark locations around Cleveland. Provisional classes, project volunteer 
groups, families, and friends all participated. Each gathering welcomed warm embraces, words of kindness, much 
laughter, and the feeling of having so much to say but knowing that just being in each other’s company was enough. 

As we visited various locations throughout Northeast Ohio sharing our story with people of all backgrounds and 
professions, they embraced us and our mission, as though we were family and all here for the same purpose. As we 
parted ways, we made promises to meet again so we could continue to collaborate…all in the name of “Challenging 
Childhood Poverty in Greater Cleveland.” It has been a wonderful experience and I am grateful for all who participated. 
We accomplished our goal – as members we created life-long memories and many new people now know about the 
Christ Child Society’s mission. Thank you for your support. 

Looking ahead there are many new and exciting ways for everyone to get involved. The Annual Business Meeting and 
Spring Luncheon will be held at Avon Oaks Country Club on June 23. Thank you, Kathy Michael, for taking the lead 
and organizing this event. This will be a wonderful anniversary celebration for so many women who have given so 
much to the Christ Child Society. We will also be announcing the Mary Virginia Merrick Award recipient, making this a 
truly special day. Thank you, Katie Camaglia, for directing this recognition process.  Following quickly on the heels of 
the Spring Luncheon is the Day of Recollection, and before we know it, the Soiree.  Please contact committee chairs 
to participate in any programs or projects that may be of interest to you. Know that whatever talents or skills you can 
offer will help to make all of us better. 

“To show great love for God and our neighbor we need 
not do great things. It is how much love we put in the 
doing that makes our offering something beautiful for 
God.” – Mother Teresa 

Blessings,
Mary Herrick



*Contact information can be found in our Chapter roster.

CCS CLE NEWS!

News You Need To Know 

NOW!
June 9 Executive Committee 
 via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.

June 16 Board Meeting
 via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.

June 23 Spring Luncheon/
 Annual Business Meeting
 Avon Oakes Country Club 
 at 10:30a.m.

July 7 Executive Committee 
 via Zoom at 10 a.m.

July 14 Day of Recollection
 St Ladislas Church, Westlake                                         

July 21 Board Meeting
 TBA

August 4 Executive Committee 
 via Zoom at 10 a.m.

August 18 Evening on the Lake 
 Cleveland Yacht Club at 6p.m.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
June/July 2021

The following are the only volunteer opportunities for June and July. 
Please check with the chairperson to let them know that you would 
like to volunteer and inquire what, if any, COVID protocols are in place. 
Hopefully, a full range of volunteer activities will be back in action this 
fall.

Layette Packing
First Monday, 10:00-12:30 
June 7, July 12
Contact:  Carla Calevich

Euclid-St. John of the Cross Sewing Group
Fourth Thursday, 9:00-12:00 - No sewing until further notice.  
Sewers July call Andrea Dean for fabric.
Contact:  Andrea Dean

Independence Sewing Group
Second Wednesday & Thursday, 10:00-2:00
No sewing until further notice.  
Contact:  Laura Cengic

Merrick House Reading Enrichment
First, Third and Fifth Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00
No reading until further notice
Contact:  Carol Janas

“My Stuff” 
Selected Tuesdays, 10:00-12:00
June 17, July 15
Contact:  Kathy Moehring

Parkview HeadStart Reading Program
First and Third Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00
No reading until further notice
Contact: Sharon Skotko and Sharon Harwat

Portable Crib Team
First and Third Tuesdays, 10:00-12:30
Contact: Sheila Gulick

St. Francis Library
During the school year 
Tuesday 9:30-2:00/Wednesday 9:30-2:30
Reading limited at this time
Contact: Lynn McMahon

St. Rocco Library
During the school year Monday 8:30-12:00
No reading until further notice
Contact: Laura Cengic

Showcase
Shifts available Tuesdays – Saturday
11:00-2:00/ 11:00-4:00/ 12:00-4:00
Please read the SignUpGenius article in this 
newsletter for all sign up options.
Contact:  Sharon Hensel

3rd Annual Evening-on-the-Lake

CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A MESSAGE 
FROM SHOWCASE ABOUT THE MAKE 

YOUR OWN SALE EVENT IN JUNE.



To help fulfill our mission 
“Challenging Childhood Poverty in Greater Cleveland”

MUSIC  •  DRINKS  •  DINNER  •  RAFFLE

Wednesday, August 18th, 2021
6:00PM - 8:00PM

200 Yacht Club Drive, Rocky River, OH 44116

3rd Annual Evening-on-the-Lake

Cleveland Yacht ClubCleveland Yacht Club
SAVE THE DATE

A Christ Child Society Event

RED WAGON: 
More than a one day event

Once again, this year the Red Wagon was not a luncheon fund raiser held on an afternoon in May. It was a photographic 
odyssey throughout Cleveland, many Constant Contact messages, a video, a raffle, a drawing, ticket sales, small lunches held 
in the homes of Christ Child members and a great deal of work for Carol Janas 
and her committee. 

The print deadline for this issue of Chapter and Verse coincided with the actual 
Red Wagon Day. Consequently, we could not adequately capture all that occurred 
in this issue. The August/September issue will include a summary from Carol, 
photos, a list of raffle and prize winners and a financial update.

Thanks to all who posed for a photo, purchased a ticket, made a donation, hosted 
friends and/or worked hard to raise funds to support the children of Cleveland.  
Next year, hopefully, we will all be able to gather together and enjoy a traditional 
Red Wagon event.



EXCITING NEWS!
Christ Child Piloting Online Sign Up for Volunteering

Christ Child Society of Cleveland explored the use of an online sign up tool for volunteering. The tool has many benefits 
for our organization and the Board decided to pilot it.  Showcase was selected as the pilot project, and began an online sign 
up option for June 2021 store volunteers. This pilot, using the SignUpGenius tool, started May 17th. 

What are your benefits to signing up via SignUpGenius?
• You can match your personal schedule to the available volunteer dates & times.
• You will receive an email confirmation from ChristChildSignUp after typing in your name to fill a time slot.
• You will receive a reminder email two days prior to your volunteer date.
• You will see other members who have signed up, perhaps helpful for planning a carpool.
• This tool will help manage the large number of monthly volunteers for Showcase.

What if you cannot use Signup Genius? Can you still call to sign up to volunteer?

Yes, members always have the option to call either the Project Chair, a designated person or another Christ Child member 
to sign up for volunteer activities.  For Showcase, call Sharon Hensel or Kathy Cole, if you prefer. 

How do I sign up online?  Here are the step-by-step directions: 
1. Please read Christ Child emails for opportunities to volunteer.
2. Click on the link in the email.  This will take you to the Christ Child SignUp volunteer activity. 
3. Scroll down to view and select the date(s) and shift(s) you want to volunteer by selecting the box in the sign up 

button.
4. Click the “Submit and Sign Up” tab at the bottom which automatically takes you to another page.
5. On the new page, enter your first and last name and email address.  Be sure to add a comment located at the top,  if 

you plan to leave before the shift ends or arrive late.  For example, “I will leave at 3 PM”, or “I will be 15 minutes late”. 
6. Select the “Sign up Now” button.
7. Congratulations, you are finished signing up to volunteer!
8. You will receive a confirmation email immediately.
9. Two days before your selected volunteer date, you will also receive a “reminder email” from SignUpGenius.  
10. You can click on the link in the original email anytime to view, to sign up for additional time slots, or to cancel.     
11. Please remember, if you cancel your spot, as a courtesy, please notify the Project Chair, Kathy Cole or the designated 

person, Sharon Hensel by email or phone so they can find a replacement for your date and time.
12. Please ignore the advertising and “X” out of the promotions in the right upper corner of ads.  Sorry, but these ads 

appear to pay for the free services!

Who are the Christ Child Signup Committee members?

The committee members are Robbie Wolan, Colleen Wyszynski, and Julie Jerdonek.  Colleen and Robbie set up the 
online SignUpGenius for Showcase, and will set up future volunteer sign ups after the pilot is completed and approved. Julie 
helps with coordination.  

We appreciation and thank you for your cooperation and patience, as we work and learn together to make this tool successful 
for everyone’s benefit for signing up now, for Showcase and for future volunteer activities and events!  

Robbie, Colleen, and Julie



Day of Recollection 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021 

St. Ladislas Church – 2345 Bassett Road, Westlake, OH 44145 

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The day will begin with registration and coffee at 9:30 a.m. and the presentation will start promptly at 
10 a.m. After the presentation, we will celebrate Mass and conclude the day with lunch.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone on July 14. 

Please bring a bar(s) of soap to donate for My Stuff! Thank you! 

Day of Recollection Reservation Form 

Reservations can be made online via our website. 

Reservation deadline:  Wednesday, July 6, 2021 

Guests are welcome!   

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Guests:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

# Attending _________@ $30.00 each  $ ______ Total Enclosed 

Payment options:  Check made payable to Christ Child Society or Credit Card 

Cardholder Name as it appears on the card:  ________________________________________________ 

Account Number (Print Clearly):  __________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Please send reservation form along with payment to: 

Christ Child Society of Cleveland 

7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300 

Cleveland, OH 44102 

ATTN: Day of Recollection 



God is Good All the Time
Joanne Saporito’s generosity to the Christ Child Society knows no bounds!  Joanne, 
Christ Child member since 1998, extended a warm and gracious welcome to our 
beloved Bishop Emeritus Roger Gries and Christ Child women at her home for an 
intimate luncheon.  Joanne was one of hundreds who virtually attended The 2020 
Starlight Soiree, our major annual fundraiser, winning the auction for An Afternoon 
with Bishop Roger Gries and Catering by the Taste of Excellence.  Great conversation 
and champagne cocktails preceded a delicious meal of Jack Daniels grilled salmon 
and beef tenderloin with grilled and chilled vegetables.  

Bishop Roger blessed us with his presence and led us in prayer for the Christ Child 
children living in poverty and all those in need.  He inspired us with his personal 
story and call to become a Benedictine monk.  He was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1963 and for 37 years served at Benedictine High School as a teacher, principal, 
president and 20 years as the Abbot.  About the time he was making his plans for 
retirement, he responded to an urgent phone call from Bishop Pilla, who summoned 
him “downtown” ASAP.  Without hesitation, he was there and learned Pope John Paul II had invited him to become 
an Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland.  He again answered God’s call for twelve more years of service as our Bishop.  
Although Bishop Roger “retired” eight years ago,  he continues spreading God’s love for His people throughout the 
Diocese of Cleveland as a spiritual shepherd and teacher, celebrating Mass and administering the sacraments, and 
reaching out to countless longtime friends who cherish his presence, conversation, storytelling and down to earth 
humor. 

Thank you Joanne for your hospitality, your generous and longtime support of Christ Child Society, and opening 
your lovely home to beloved Bishop Roger and women of Christ Child in support of our mission to challenge 
childhood poverty. 

Written by Julie Jerdonek

Bishop Gries & 
Joanne Saporito

Dinner guests of Joanne Saporito with Bishop Gries. Joanne outbid other at the 2020 Soirée to host this dinner



A Christ Child Sponsor Enjoys Helping

The Cleveland Chapter of the Christ Child Society (CCSC) welcomes Peter & Co. 
Jewelers in Avon Lake, as the premier sponsor of the chapter’s 2021 Red Wagon 
spring event.  While this jewelry store has been a generous donor in the past, this 
is its first year as the primary sponsor of the nationally celebrated Red Wagon 
event in Cleveland. 

Grateful that the Avon Lake community supported her store when it first opened, 
owner of   Peter & Co. Jewelers, Theresia Oreskovic, has made it a priority to 
support Northeastern Ohio, especially children. Her beliefs align closely with 
Christ Child’s mission statement.

“When I see there’s an organization that really focuses on the community, that’s 
where I want to be. Those are the organizations that are able to concentrate on 
the Greater Cleveland area.  I know Christ Child is doing something for the kids 
and families living here.” Theresia was introduced to Christ Child by her friend 
Kathleen Beharry, a member of the Class of 2017, who explained the CCSC 
mission and how funds are raised and distributed.

Theresia donated four John Hardy pieces for the Red Wagon Cleveland Edition 
Event this year. Of John Hardy she says, “The John Hardy collection is just a really 
great every day look. You can tell the quality in how they feel. You can always tell.”

CCSC is grateful for a Theresia’s friendship. With her generous heart and focus 
on others she has been a wonderful sponsor in helping us Challenge Childhood 
Poverty in Greater Cleveland.

PROVISIONAL BUS 
TOUR RETURNED  

Both members of the Cleveland 
Christ Child Provisional Classes 
of 2020 and 2021 were able to 
enjoy, in person, a Welcome 
Meeting, bus tour visiting Christ 
Child facilities and lunch on 
May 12. Welcomed by Executive 
Board members and committee 
chairs the provisionals were 
grateful to meet in person. 

Several members from the Class 
of 2020 and the eight members 
of the Class of 2021 visited St. 
Rocco School, Merrick House, St. 
Francis School, and Showcase. 
After their ride around town, 
the new provisionals heard from 
the chairs of Layettes, My Stuff, 
Headstart Reading Enrichment 
and Children’s Closet. 

Provisional Chair Kathy Bush is 
still hoping to see the Class of 
2021 grow in numbers. If you 
know of an interested potential 
member, please have them 
contact Kathy until August 7, when 
the Class of 2021 meets again.

Christ Child members (left to right) Yvonne Schiffer, Sharon Seaton, 
Kathleen Beharry, Theresia Oreskovic, Mary Ann Kannenberg, 
Kathleen Cole, Linda Jacobs, Mary Alice Sikora, Sheila Gulick, 

and Lois Satow visiting Peter & Company Jewelers.

Executive Board members and Committee 
Chairs welcomed members from 

the Provisional Classes of 2021 and 
2020 for this year’s Bus Tour.

Provisional members enjoy lunch after their 
May 12 Bus Tour of Christ Child facilities 



SHOWCASE IS KICKING OFF SUMMER WITH
 A FREE BOOK CART TO ENCOURAGE 

READING FOR ALL AGES.

Please notify the Christ Child office regarding deaths 
of CCS members or their immediate family members. 

Send Remembrance/Endowment checks to:
Christ Child Society of Cleveland, 
7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300, 

Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Remembrance/Endowment Report

Online Remembrance Giving available on our 
website at christchildsocietycleveland.org

March 4 - May 5, 2021

Donations March 4 - May 5 . . . . . . . . . . .$1,874.00

TOTAL FOR FISCAL YEAR  . . . . . . . . $22,747.00

Memory
Ann Bell

Louis J. Bontempo
Thomas Carey

Mary Ellen Chabot
Elizabeth Curtis (2)

Sister Marie Patrice Joyce
Gordon M. Pratt

Jennie Lou Tomaro
Mary Lou Weaver (31)

Honor
Joan Bryon

Arthur Schartner

In Our Thoughts
The family of Julie Kodish upon her passing.

Mary Ann Warner and family upon the 
passing of her husband, Robert

The family of Nancy Weaver upon her passing

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Masses 
for Christ Child members, living and deceased 

and their families are:

Friday, June 25, 2021 at noon
Monday, July 26, 2021 at noon

Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at noon

IT’S MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL TIME!

Our annual membership renewal cycle will run July 
1 – July 15, 2021.  As mentioned in the May 2021 
Chapter and Verse, the Board has eliminated the 50 
hour volunteer requirement for Fiscal Year 2020-
2021 due to the COVID-19 stay-at-home order.  
What this means for Active Members is: the $25.00 
Difference Fee is waived if you did not meet the 50 
hour volunteer requirement for July 1, 2020 – June 
30, 2021.  You will see $0.00 listed for the Difference 
Fee on the Membership Renewal Form. 

The 2021-2022 Membership Renewal Form, Vol-
unteer Hours Record Form and Photo Release 
Form are included in this issue.  Please return the 
forms and payment to the Christ Child office.  To 
remain a member in good standing and guarantee 
inclusion in the 2021-2022 Membership Roster the 
forms must be received by July 15, 2021. 

Thank you for your cooperation!



 

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF CLEVELAND 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

MEMBER INFORMATION 
 

Name: 
(as it will appear in the roster)      ____________________________                   _________________                                 _______________________________________ 
                                                                     First                                Middle (or initial) (optional)                                                    Last 

 
 

Salutation to appear on The Starlight Soirée invitation ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Circle Preferred Title: Mrs.      Ms.     Miss      Dr. Maiden Name:                                 Spouse: 
Address:      
City: State: Zip Code: 

Home Phone:        Cell Phone:       Parish: 
Preferred contact number:  Home Phone   Cell Phone   (checked number will be listed in the roster) 

Email: I want to receive the newsletter via: 
 Email            US Mail  

Age Demographic:  30 and under   31-45    46-60    61-75    76 and older  
I am willing to serve as the Membership Representative for the Mary Virginia Merrick Award committee.   Yes  No 
 

_____ Check here if you are NOT renewing your membership (fill out Volunteer Hours Record Form on reverse side) 

MEMBERSHIP DUES/REQUIREMENTS/FEES  (JULY 1, 2021– JUNE 30, 2022) 
Please fill in the appropriate dues and fees for your membership classification 

>>>> Dues must be paid by July 15, 2021 to have your name included in the Chapter Roster <<<< 
 

$ ____________ ACTIVE – ($75.00) You plan to volunteer 50 hours in Christ Child sanctioned projects by June 30, 2022. 
   2021-2022 ACTIVE “Difference” Fee – ($25.00) You did not meet the 50 hour volunteer requirement for your 2020-2021 
   active membership. You are required to pay the $25.00 difference between the past year’s active and sustaining dues. 
$ _____0.00__ Fee has been waived due to COVID-19 Pandemic stay-at-home order. 
   SUSTAINING – ($100.00) You have completed 5 years of membership, including the provisional year, but are unable to fulfill 
$ ____________ the 50 hour volunteer requirement for active membership. 
   SILVER SUSTAINING – ($75.00) You have been a member for at least 25 years including the provisional year, but are unable 
$ ____________ to fulfill the 50 hour volunteer requirement for active membership. 
   SUPPORTING – ($135.00) You have completed the provisional year. There is no stated volunteer hour requirement, but you  
$ ____________ shall participate in or financially support one or more of the Society’s major fundraisers. 

   CURRENT LIFE MEMBERS, please check one of these classifications: 

    ________ SUSTAINING LIFE MEMBER – (No dues are required. No volunteer hours are required.) 

    ________ ACTIVE LIFE MEMBER – (No dues are required. 50 volunteer hours are required.) 
 
$ _____________ ADDITIONAL MONETARY SUPPORT – Donations are always welcome and appreciated. 
 

$ ____________ TOTAL 

PAYMENT OPTIONS (CHECK ONE) 
_____ By check   Make checks payable to: Christ Child Society of Cleveland 

_____ By credit card  Provide credit card information on the attached form. 

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
Please mail this completed form (front and back) along with your payment to: 

Christ Child Society of Cleveland, 7901 Detroit Avenue, Suite 300, Cleveland, OH  44102 
Membership/Roster Chairman – Carol Fondran    Volunteer Hours Chairman – Mary Cay McConnell 

ALL Members 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE VOLUNTEER HOURS RECORD FORM ON THE REVERSE SIDE                                          

Revised 03/07/2021
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CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY OF CLEVELAND 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 

Name of Member: 

Telephone Number (in case of questions): 

Name on Card: ZIP Code: 

Type of Credit Card (please circle):   MasterCard  VISA   American Express  Discover 

 

Total Amount Charged: _____________________ 

Account Number: Exp. Date: 

 

Signature: 

 
Revised 06/04/2017 

 

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY PHOTO RELEASE – ADULT

I, (please print your name) _______________________________________, give Christ Child Society of Cleveland, the National Christ 
Child Society, and their affiliates, subsidiaries, licensees, and any successors and assigns (collectively, “Christ Child Society”), 
the right and my permission to use my image, photograph, or likeness in publications, promotional materials, and market-
ing efforts, without further compensation. I agree to waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product.

I further acknowledge that the Christ Child Society reserves the right to caption and edit the image, photograph, or like-
ness as determined by the Christ Child Society in their sole discretion. I understand that any such image, photographs, or 
likeness may be used in publications, print ads, electronic media, or other media now known or hereafter known. I under-
stand that Christ Child Society is under no obligation to use my image, photograph, or likeness.

I release and hold harmless Christ Child Society and their licensees, employees, and designees from any all liability arising 
from any personal or proprietary right I may have in connection with such uses.

I am 18 years of age or older, and have carefully read this release before signing below. I fully understand the contents, 
meaning, and effects of this release, and that my participation is completely voluntary.

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________________________   State: ______________    Zip: _________________________

Date: _______________________________________



Christ Child Society of Cleveland
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